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	Dear Parents & Guardians,
Firstly may I wish you a Happy & Hopeful New Year.
It is not the start we were wishing for, but as the old saying goes – “It’s not how you start, but how you finish that counts”
Secondly, I apologise for the long read that follows, but due to current circumstances it is all necessary.

By now you are at the end of your 2nd week of home – schooling in Lockdown, which really in actual fact is closer to crisis management than parentcraft. So I want you to know that we as a school are here for you every step of the way. You do not have to navigate your child’s continued education alone. Please don’t hesitate to email me or your child’s teacher for help, support, resources, advice, information or simply to talk over any concerns you may have about your child. The phone line is also manned from 9am to 4pm daily, except Tuesday, when I am on duty with the children of Key Workers.

Let me assure you that everyone is worried about their child’s education, and no-one is feeling in control of this situation. However, we are all managing our own individual circumstances with whatever coping strategies that are necessary to survive – and that is enough. Many changes and amendments have already been made to the education system in the last 10 months, and there will have to be many more. Curriculums will have to be streamlined, testing will have to be adjusted, standards and benchmarks will have to be reviewed. Therefore, you will find at the end of this, your child is exactly where they are expected to be – and if for any reason they are not, new measures will already be in place to rectify those issues for them.

The original workpacks for P1 – P5 provided on Tues 5th Jan, when schools expected to open the following week, were contingency booklets estimated to cover 2 – 3 weeks just in case the Lockdown was extended. Now that remote learning has been extended until the mid-term break, a 2nd work pack is ready for collection on the following days;
P2/3 – Tuesday 19th January between 10am – 2pm              contact omurphy479@c2kni.net
P4/5 – Thursday 21st January between 10am – 2pm             contact mcruz105@c2kni.net
P1only – Friday 22nd January between 10am – 2pm             contact levans768@c2kni.net

Please contact your child’s teacher if you cannot pick-up on schedule and she will arrange to post out the work or deliver it, depending on numbers.

Mrs. Cunningham had already added extra booklets and activities in her class packs considering the demands made on senior pupils, and therefore will not supply any new material until the beginning of February unless by request.   Contact  acunningham628@c2kni.net
Likewise, Lorna filled the Reception packs with an abundance of activities and they will not need replenishing before half term.

The teachers are posting messages and activities daily on Seesaw. Next week they will post a personal video message to the children. Even if you do not want to engage with the activities, I would encourage you to log in to let the children see and hear their teacher. It provides a security blanket for them, it brings a touch of normality and what educators learned most from last year, was that the teacher presence in remote learning was highly effective in keeping children motivated and positive as well as preventing school related stress and school refusal when Lockdown lifted. If you need a Seesaw Userguide or your child’s home code, please contact the class teacher.

Other successful outcomes from the previous Lockdown hinged on
· Establishing a daily routine or structure
· Setting time-bound tasks with scheduled breaks & rewards
· Not over crowding the day with a full timetable
· Choosing 2 or 3 learning platforms only and revisiting them regularly
· Keeping expectations reasonable and
· Reading, Reading, Reading

Indeed, should you do nothing else but read TO your child, read WITH your child and let your child READ to you, then you will have completed the single most important task of all.                          Órla Murphy

C2K My School Apps          www.myschool.com
You can access all the apps such as Newsdesk and C2k Media at home just ask your child’s teacher for their C2k Username and Password

Accelerated Reader    https://ukhosted102.renlearn.co.uk/2235268
Any pupil who was previously using Acellerated Reader may now continue to read and quiz at home as the licences have been renewed. If they need reminding of the AR Username and Password, please email Mrs Murphy. A license has also been purchased for every pupil from P3 – P7 and as soon as their registration comes through, they will be issued with log in details and a user guide.

Wordshark  https://onwordshark.com/killowenpsrostrevor/login
Pupils who were introduced to Wordshark may continue to do so. If they need reminding of log in details, please contact Mrs. Murphy. We are in the process of adding more classes to this literacy platform and will issue log ins and guides in due course.

Oxford Owl           www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Please find enclosed log in details for all pupils to access free levelled e-books at home. Even though you are at home, choose OXFORD OWL FOR SCHOOL. Select books by age or level.

The Literacy Shed   www.literacyshed.com
 is a great resource for short films with short comprehension exercises or quizzes or activities. Check out the Fun Shed which is free.

Epic!  getepic.com
A vast digital library with interactive books, audio books, read-to-me books, videos, games and more. Earn points and prizes as you read. See attached log in details.

10Ticks          10ticks.com
Sharpen up your Mental Maths skills in the 4 rules of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division.Compete with other children around the world. Ask the class teacher for access.

Top Marks   www.topmarks.co.uk
Lots of maths games graded by age and topic. Try the Hit The Button activities

Cool Maths Games coolmathsgames.com
Games of strategy, skill and logic made to look like modern video games. Very popular with KS2 pupils.

Ultimate list of free educational resources for parents –
 www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/wellbeing/arid-40202144.html

WEEKLY EVENTS.
BBC Bitesize has a full timetable every week during Lockdown
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PE with Joe is back!
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His
@ == B3 YouTube
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& Joe Wicks &

PE with Joe is back Monday 11th January at 9am(UK
time) @ Please Retweet and let as many parents and
schools as possible know §/§ The sessions will be live
Mon, Wed & Fri's at 9am on YouTube B

Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at 9am!
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Mr Hullabaloo, the Magical Storyteller, will be providing
free activities for children from Monday 1ith January.
Have a look at his Facebook and YouTube pag
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Tune in next Tuesday at 9am GMT
for the first of our weekly series of live
sessions, run by a range of fabulous
vocal leaders.
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Join us on Sing Up's YouTube
channel or on Sing Up at Home
where #FeelgoodFifteen wil stream
live for anyone to watch, aimed
primarily at children aged 4 — 11. If you
miss the live session, don't worry. Each
video will be saved 5o you can catch
up afterwards.
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€ National Marine Aquarium

For more information head here:
http://bit.ly/AquariumLessons
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Is your chid a fan of Juia Donaldson and Axel
‘Scheffler's wonderfu picture books? Now you
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To anyone doing homeschooling.... Amazon are
doing free Maths books, available to download
straight to the kindle or iPad.. type in free maths
in the search bar on the Amazon site and they.
come up, go through to purchase as normal but it
provides a £0 cost and a download option,

Kindle Store ~ | Category (1) ~ | Review ~  Sort by: Fe

and Height 2020
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Year 1: HL Spring Block Mass and
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Year 1 SHAPE Autumn Term
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Schools & families can request
free mobile data increases for
students without broadband
and/or who can't afford

extra data for devices.Three,
Smarty, Virgin Mobile, EE,
Tesco Mobile & Sky Mobile

all taking part in the scheme.
More info here: get-help-
with-tech.education.gov.uk/
internet-access
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Did you know you can use an Xbox or PlayStation
to browse the internet?

Allowing you to view Google Classroom, Seesaw

>e and other websites? B
Seesaw Y wMETE 9urre  dndon

XBOX

1. Go to "My games and apps’ é
2. Find 'Microsoft Edge’ and select

3. Visit the website

You can use the controller to type and select,
and can even plug in a USB keyboard!

PLAYSTATION 4

1.Go to 'Library’

2. Select ‘Al

3. Select 'Internet Browser'

4. Visit the website

You can use your controller to type and select!
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Parents might like to know this!

If you have an iPhone or iPad you actually
have a scanner! Parents, if you are
planning to scan any work to your teachers
or teachers if you are scanning work to
your students you can use the ‘Notes App’.

Open a new note, press the camera button,
the option to scan document will pop up.
Once the document is scanned you can
email it easier than a photo, plus you can
add notes to the scanned doc.

ose Photo or Video
tPhotoor Video (8

M 1 Documents o
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The website is for the parents and
carers of children in mainstream
nurseries and primary schools (up to
P4). It promotes development of:

- speech and language

- fine and gross motor skills

« social and emotional development

The website has information leaflets,
suggested activities / resources and
parent training videos developed by
clinical psychologists, behaviour
therapists, occupational therapists,
speech and language therapists and
physiotherapists.

1,
“&’ Welcome to RISE NI
RISE® Parent Website l





image14.png
FAITH

Learning

LOVE

Resilience

Gatholic Schools Week 2021

24-31 January 2021
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for peace!

“If families give Our Lady fifteen minutes a day by
reciting the Rosary, | assure them that their homes
will become, by God's grace, peaceful places.”
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S, here we all are again.

Thank you all (teachers and parents alike)
for the extraordinary efforts you are going
to and for the sacrifices you are making.
Apologies for the delay in updating the
site in the Ught of the new school closure
announcements. We were inevitably, like
everyone else, running around like
headless chickens trying to sort out the
practicalities of home Leaming for our own
kids. We had reflected hard yesterday on
what options we could offer that would be
most useful for all of us who are in this
mess together. However, a morning of
sorting out devices, apps, lost passwords,
sound settings and a particularly annoying
printer jam for our own Kids, really helped
to focus our minds. In complicated times,
simple solutions are often the right ones.
And so... the site will once again become
free for a period of time whilst the majority
of UK primary schools are closed.

You may log in with the following
details:

username: jan21

password: home
The username: march20 with the password:
home will also work as we know that this
will still be on lots of existing home
learning documents and web pages that
remain from the previous lockdown.
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Relax Kids
6h-Q

Join us each week day for a mindful
moment

Introduce some calm to your
homeschooling with this relaxation
exercise.

Today's exercise is Deep Breaths... See
more

www.relaxkids.com
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Setting up Sensory or Messy Play sessions
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‘objects that can be used as brushes or stamps)

Malleabe & play dough Tools

Essonti

~ rolling pins, selection of cuttrs,plastic knives, clay tools

Waterplay Tools

" dear buckets,funnel, floating toys,dols, plastic thematic
toys, scoops, boats,ducks, sponges, bubbles, food
colouring,pipettes.

‘Sensory Pay essentil Foods:

~ cereals,flour cream, corn flur,food colouring, shaving
foam (once chid no-longer molths tems),

‘Sensory Impairments Tools:

~"Light panel gel activtie, ransparent toys, texture
stepping tones or carpets samples, coloured scarves,
parachute, bag of idgets, ym ball
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